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west to the Cauvery river on the east, and from the Bhavani on the
south to the Cauvery on the north, occupying an area of above 1,000
square miles. The wild tribes are the Sholagars and a few Irulars.
There are numerous villages and patches of cultivation spread over the
area and held by Canarese Sivachdras or Lingdyats. There are also
some Naiks and Chucklers, and two colonies of hill YelMlars (Malai-
ydlis) similar to those on the Shevaroys and Kollaimalais. All classes
possess guns, and have almost cleared the forests of game for the sake of
the skins which are sold to the Chucklers. Cattle-breeding is extensively
carried on, the whole country being a grazing ground; the cattle,
although good, might be improved, especially by castrating all the
worthless young bulls which now propagate a deteriorated breed, and
allowing only selected stud bulls. Grass is abundant, but cattle are too
numerous under the present system, no effort being made to store grass
and water for the diy weather. The cattle are generally herded by the
vagrant Brinjdris, who use cattle largely for the transport of grain and
salt. Bison, sambur, &c., used to abound, but have been nearly exter-
minated by the Sholagars and murrain. Small game is still plentiful.
Sandalwood is spread over the whole tract. Pdndavakulis (cairns) are
abundant; iron and fragments of glazed pottery s have been found in
them.

The Bargur bills are situated in the Bhavani talnk, between it and
Eollegdl, and are some ten miles long and fifteen broad, and connected
on the north and west with the Kolleg&l hills. The plateau is about
3,000 feet in height, with peaks rising to above 4,000 feet, and contains
twenty-eight villages.

The road from Erode to Kollegdl is by Bhavani (9 miles), Andiyur
(21), foot of the ghdt (29), Tamaraikaxai at the head of the ghdt (37).
There is a fair driving road to the foot, and the ghdt tip is passable by
carts, the gradient being one in sixteen. Bargur village is five miles
further on, and at the north edge of the plateau; four miles further lies
Thattukarai. The villages are straggling, as each family or group
lives on its own estate, which is carefully fenced, with an additional
fence round the houses and cattle yards.

The climate is dry, but good water is got freely by digging wells ;
the hflla are not much affected by either monsoon, and appear to be
healthy. Lieutenant and Mrs. Taylor lived up there frequently and
found them neither feverish nor otherwise unhealthy; they are, how-
ever, the only Europeans who have ever spent any time there. The
elevation being moderate, the climate resembles that of the Shevaroys
or Bangalore.

The  inhabitants  ore  chiefly  Canarese Ling&yats   (Sivachdras),

* These are probably Tarnished or polished by pressure, as in pots dug up in Anaunalai;
a true glaze seems wholly tuaknown in Southern India, except of Jate years, on special
articles, by two or three potters*